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Putnam County 
Building & Planning Department 

1 W Washington St, 4th Floor Room 46 
Greencastle, IN 46135 

(765) 301-9108 
 

Report from May 17, 2022 - Zoning Violation Investigation 
William Morris Property - 2741 E SR 42 Cloverdale, IN 46120 
 
Present at inspection: Lisa Zeiner, Plan Director; Tom Helmer, County Commissioner; Don Richardson, 
complainant; Mr. NeeseΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΩǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΤ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΣ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ hǿƴŜǊΤ {ƻƴȅŀ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΣ 
Property Owner; and two unidentified witnesses, one was a videographer. 
 
 
 
Picture 1 ς Grain dryer with Grain bin and mower 
Grain dryers are on many farms. They are used  
to remove moister from grain. This is not a  
zoning violation and does not fit the definition of 
άWǳƴƪ ¸ŀǊŘέ ǇŜǊ мррΦллр as it is part of normal  
farming activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture 2 ς Water tank, quail pin, chicken coop. 
 Water tank for storing water, quail pin for 
 raising quail, chicken coop for housing chickens.  
 These items are not zoning violations and does 
 not fit ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άWǳƴƪ ¸ŀǊŘέ ǇŜǊ мррΦллр 
 as it is part of normal poultry farming 
 activities. 
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Picture 3 ς Metal trusses,  
wood pallet. 
Metal trusses for repair of  
storage building roof and/or  
shelters for farm animals.  
Wood pallet used for  
foundation and/or walkway  
over wet areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 4 ς Building, lawn mower, metal feed trough, and 
5-gallon oil containers 
Building is not a zoning violation as accessory structures are allowed 
in an Agricultural zoned district (while the building appears to need 
repaired ς this is a building issue not a zoning issue); the lawnmower 
is not a zoning violation as it is needed to mow the yard; metal feed 
trough not a zoning violation as feed troughs are needed on livestock 
farms for feeding animals (while this is not in an animal pin area all 
farms have extra feed troughs for expansion and/or backups); 5-
gallon oil containers most homeowners and/or farmers who do their 
own vehicle/equipment maintenance have oil stored on their 
property as long as the used oil is disposed of properly having oil 
containers on the property is not a zoning violation. 
 
 

 
Picture 5 ς Bulldozer, beehive, metal trusses 
Bulldozers are part of farming when farmers  
need to clear land for crop fields, livestock  
areas, or to move dirt to fill in depression areas;  
beehives are allowed in agricultural districts;   
the metal trusses are the same trusses as  
as shown in picture 3. While the bulldozer is not  
being used for the purpose in which it is  
intended at this time it was in the process of  
being maintained when wild honey bees moved  
in, the PVC pipe shown in the picture is a way to  
safely move the bees from the dozer to the  
hive box (sitting on top of the cinder blocks);  
cinder blocks are used as foundations of   
livestock pins and are found on most active  
farms in Putnam County. 
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Picture 6 ς Barn; owner, farm worker/videographer, complainant, 
complainant attorney 
The barn seen in this photo and the items stored in the barn are 
not zoning violations as a barn is an allowed accessory structure in 
an agricultural district and the items stored in the barn are not in 
Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ άǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
ȅŀǊŘέ ό§155.022(D)(4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 7 ς covered building material; property owner 
This building material will be used to construct a door  
for the barn shown in picture 6. This material is covered  
to protect it from weather damage and is not a zoning  
violation as it is not άōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŘŜōǊƛǎέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ άǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ  
ŦǊƻƴǘ ȅŀǊŘǎέ ό§155.022(D)(4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 8 ς Farm vehicle, hay baler; 3-point forklift 
The farm vehicle is used to move various items around the 
ŦŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ άŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΣ 
ƧǳƴƪŜŘΣ ƛƴƻǇŜǊŀōƭŜ ƻǊ ŘŜǊŜƭƛŎǘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜέ ((§155.022(D)(4); the 
hay baler is used to bale hay and is found on many hay farms 
in Putnam County and is farm equipment allowed under the 
A1 zoning ordinance; 3-point forklift is used on farms to move 
items that are too heavy to move by hand and is allowable 
farm equipment under the A1 zoning ordinance 
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Picture 9 ς back of farm vehicle as shown in  
picture 10; well drilling machinery; stock trailer;  
wood pallets 
Well drilling machinery is used to drill wells on  
while this is not found on a lot of farms, it is not  
a violation of the zoning ordinance as it is  
equipment related to this farm; stock trailer is  
used to move livestock (i.e. pigs, emus) on to or   
off of the farm and is allowed per the zoning  
ordinance in an agricultural district; wood  
pallets are used for foundation for  
livestock hutches, and/or walkway  
over wet areas. 
 
 
 

 
Picture 10 ς back side of grain augers 
Grain augers are used on farms to move grain into or out of 
storage bins and are allowed as farm equipment in an 
agricultural district. 
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Picture 11 ς rock, cement/asphalt 
These items are considered clean fill per IDEM for filling in depression 
areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Picture 12 ς semi-trailor on blocks;  
gates/fence material 
The zoning ordinance does not  
specify that semi-trailors can or  
cannot be used as storage  
structures, nor does the Indiana  
building code or Putnam County  
Building Ordinance. Therefore, the  
use of semi-trailors as storage  
structures does not appear to be  
a violation of the zoning  
ordinance; gate/fencing material is  
used for mending or making fence  
to contain livestock (this type of  
material is found an all livestock  
farms in Putnam County) 
 

Picture 13 ς Coal being stored in metal bin 
Coal is used for heating purposes and is no different than storing 
wood for heating that is found on a lot of farms/residential 
properties that have wood burning stoves/fireplaces. 
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Picture 14 ς Old Tractor with plow  
This old tractor and plow is located  
in a flower bed and is considered  
άȅŀǊŘ ŀǊǘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΦ [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ  
properties within Putnam County  
and the State of Indiana have items  
such as this in their front yards. This  
flower bed cannot be seen from the  
road or any surrounding property 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture 15 ς Old tractor and attached farm implement 
This old tractor is not far from the one in picture 14 and is located within 
a flower bed that can not be seen from the road or any surrounding 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ άȅŀǊŘ-ǎŎŀǇŜέ as see in other properties in 
Putnam County and the State of Indiana. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 16 ς Small wheel disc; fencing  
material 
Small wheel disc used for gardening  
these discs are used approximately   
two times per year for gardening and  
is allowed in an agricultural zoned  
district; fencing materials are used  
for mending or making fence  
to contain livestock (this type of  
material is found an all livestock  
farms in Putnam County) 
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Picture 17 ς Pull behind sprayer 
This sprayer is used to spray weeds, and/or water plants. Most 
farms have such equipment. Sprayers are not used in the 
winter months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 18 ς Disc and harrow (seen on top of  
disc) 
The disc shown in this picture is larger than  
the disc in picture 16 but is used for the  
same purpose. The harrow is used to rip soil  
either prior to planting (if a new field) or to  
make furrows for planting. Both the disc and  
harrow is used on many small farms. 
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Picture 19 ς Pile of cut trees 
This pile of wood is being stockpiled to use for heating and/or fence 
posts. Wood piles are found at many properties within Putnam County 
(agricultural zoned and residential zoned) especially if heating with 
wood burning stove or fireplace.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 20 ς camper shell and   
wagon/trailer 
The wagon/trailer is holding wood  
logs. Wagons/trailers are used on  
many farms for moving items and  
various other uses. The camper shell  
is being used as a makeshift weather  
protectant covering the wood. The  
camper shell should be either  
repaired and better anchored to the  
trailer or removed. 
 
 

 
 
 
Picture 21 ς Storage container 
The zoning ordinance does not describe the material and/or type 
of structures that can be used as storage, nor does the building 
code. This trailer is being used to store hay/straw for livestock. 
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Picture 22 ς rear of trailer seen in picture 21 
This picture shows the hay/straw bales being stored inside. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 23 ς Metal bin used to store   
various scraped parts. While the storage   
bin is a good idea to contain the scraped  
items, the items inside this bit should be  
removed periodically. 
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Picture 24 ς Tractor blade (rear of picture) and 
aluminum vehicle part. 
The tractor blade is used on farms for various  
reasons, including but not limited pushing  
snow, leveling an area, and/or push fallen trees  
or other brush out of established path. The  
aluminum vehicle part should be 
recycled/removed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 25 ς Metal grain bin attachments; farm machinery item; and various unidentified parts 
The metal grain bin attachments can be repurposed for use as feeders or used on a grain bin, these are 
not seen from the front yard or any adjoining property line (§155.022(D)(4). The farm machinery (rear of 
picture) was not identified as to the use or purpose. The various unidentified parts should be stored 
inside a structure or removed unless they are being used for farming activities. 
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Picture 26 ς Hoop structure 
This structure is not a violation of the zoning 
ordinance as it can be used as storage and/or a 
greenhouse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 27 ς same hoop structure as seen in 
picture 26 and red grain hopper. 
Neither of these items are a violation of the  
zoning ordinance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture 28 ς Metal fence stakes; Metal box 
The metal fence states are for building fences and are on many 
livestock farms in Putnam County. The metal box is what the 
hooped structure seen in pictures 26 and 27 came in. This box is 
being kept for either storage of the hooped structure or will be used 
as storage for grain, or for feed troughs. This metal box should be 
moved into a storage building/structure if not is use. 
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Picture 29 ς Old truck 
§155-лннό5ύόпύ άbƻ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΣ ƧǳƴƪŜŘΣ 
inoperable or derelict vehicles, machinery, farm 
machinery, equipment or miscellaneous scrap 
or building debris may ōŜ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ȅŀǊŘέ 
(emphasis added). This old truck is not stored in 
the front yard, nor can it be seen from any 
adjoining property owner. Based on the tree 
growth it appears this vehicle has been in this 
location for at least thirty (30) years and has 
now, most more than likely, become a habitat 
for wildlife. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Picture 30 ς Old Vehicle 
§155-лннό5ύόпύ άbƻ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΣ ƧǳƴƪŜŘΣ 
inoperable or derelict vehicles, machinery, 
farm machinery, equipment or miscellaneous 
scrap or building debris may be stored in front 
ȅŀǊŘέ (emphasis added). This old car is not 
stored in the front yard, nor can it be seen 
from any adjoining property owner.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture 31 ς Chain link fence 
This fence material is for repairing broken fences and/or 
constructing new fencing for livestock. Most livestock 
farmers in Putnam County have extra fencing material 
stored on the farm for repair purposes. This is not a 
violation of the zoning ordinance. 
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Picture 32 ς Wood stockpiled 
This is wood is in a different area that previous pictures. 
Wood is used for heating and fence post. This is not a 
zoning violation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 32 ς Manure Spreader 
Manure spreaders are used on  
many farms to spread manure on  
gardens and/or fields. Manure  
spreaders are not used daily, but  
are used as needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 33 ς Storage shed 
This shed is not a zoning violation as sheds are allowed in 
agricultural zoned districts for storage of various items. 
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Picture 34 ς various piles of lumber 
Lumber is used to repair existing structures and/or livestock 
shelters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture 35 ς Roof of shed seen in  
picture 33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Picture 36 ς Roof shingles 
The shingles are to repair the of the shed seen in pictures 33 and 
35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


